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Thank you. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GIRL SCOUTS OF THE 
USA 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I wish to 
express my sincere congratulations to 
the Girl Scouts of the USA as it cele-
brates its 90th anniversary. Founded on 
March 12, 1912, in Savannah, GA, the 
organization has grown to 3.7 million 
girls and women in the United States 
and a total of 8.5 million people in 140 
countries. 

The longevity and strength of Girl 
Scouts is a testament to the commit-
ment of its members and volunteers to 
uphold the highest standards of leader-
ship, social conscience, and civic duty. 
I thank the thousands of adult volun-
teers who devote their time and re-
sources to this worthy cause. 

I also wish to extend my commenda-
tion to Ms. Gladys A. Brandt, a Hawaii 
resident who is being honored as one of 
the first-ever National Women of Dis-
tinction by the Girl Scouts of the USA. 
This award was created in conjunction 
with the Girl Scouts’ 90th anniversary 
celebration, and it pays tribute to 
women who have demonstrated out-
standing service to girl scouting. Ha-
waii is truly proud of Ms. Brandt and 
grateful for her diligence in educating 
and serving young people. 

Once again, I express my best wishes 
to Girl Scouts of the USA for contin-
ued success, and I encourage the mem-
bers of this organization to always live 
up to the Girl Scout Promise and Girl 
Scout Law in every facet of their lives. 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Girl Scouts 
of the USA, this month celebrating 90 
years of building character and enhanc-
ing the life skills of our Nation’s young 
women. The contributions and achieve-
ments of this outstanding organization 
have endured for nine decades, helping 
girls to grow up courageous and strong. 
I would like to praise the work of the 
Girl Scouts, and in particular recognize 
the Girl Scouts of Alabama, who num-
ber almost 45,000 girls and women. 

Established on March 12, 1912, the 
Girl Scouts are based on the noble be-
lief that all young women should be 
given the opportunity to develop phys-
ically, mentally and spiritually. Their 
founder, Juliette Gordon Low, con-
vened that first meeting with just 18 
girls from Savannah, GA. Today her vi-
sion continues with a national mem-
bership of 3.8 million, making the Girl 
Scouts the largest organization for 
girls in the world. Over the years the 
Girl Scouts have remained true to 
their founding principles, and still 
abide by the Girl Scout Promise and 
Law, just as they did in 1912. These 
principles emphasize honor, account-
ability, courage, respect, God and 
country and are valuable lessons for 
our young women to incorporate into 
their lives. 

Girl Scouting has had a tremendous 
impact on the evolving role that 

women have played in our country over 
the past ninety years. The leadership 
qualities, self confidence and creative 
thinking that the Girl Scouts teach are 
all qualities essential in good citizens 
and great leaders. Indeed, two-thirds of 
female doctors, lawyers, educators, 
community leaders and even women 
members of Congress were once Girl 
Scouts. It is a true testament to the 
Girl Scouts that many of these women 
believe that Girl Scouting has had a 
positive impact on their lives. 

The Alabama Girl Scouts are cele-
brating their 90th anniversary by help-
ing to promote literacy with their 
‘‘Books for Alabama Kids’’ project. The 
seven Girl Scout councils in Alabama 
have been collecting children’s books 
over the past 6 months to be donated to 
schools in the counties in which they 
were collected. Tomorrow the books 
will be presented on the Capitol steps 
in Montgomery. I would like to com-
mend the Alabama Girl Scouts for 
their community service and dedica-
tion to promoting literacy in the state. 

I would like to acknowledge the nine 
decades of excellence of the Girl 
Scouts. We have seen tremendous 
changes in our country over the years, 
and they should be proud to have 
adapted and flourished. It dem-
onstrates that building character and 
preparing for the future are qualities 
that never go out of style. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is with great pleasure that I 
rise today to recognize the Girl Scouts 
for their service to our country over 
the last 90 years. This anniversary 
marks the day Juliette Gordon Low as-
sembled 18 girls from Savannah, GA, 
for the Girl Scouts’ first meeting, and 
celebrates the many wonderful mo-
ments this organization has enjoyed 
while growing to its current size of 3.8 
million members. 

Their mission to help all girls grow 
strong provides not just inspiration 
and guidance to those within their 
ranks, but serves as an example for all 
the nation’s young women. Through 
service to society and the development 
of values, self-confidence and integrity, 
the Girl Scouts of the USA are an in-
spiration to our Nation’s youth, and 
are instrumental in creating the next 
generation of good citizens and great 
leaders. 

I am proud that Congress last week 
honored the Girl Scouts accomplish-
ments with the passage of a resolution 
marking March 10 through March 16, 
2002 as ‘‘National Girl Scout Week,’’ 
and I look forward to future opportuni-
ties to celebrate this organization’s 
commitment and contribution to our 
Nation’s young women. 
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TRIBUTE TO SECOND LIEUTENANT 
MAURICE W. HARPER AND LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL EARLE ABER 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the sacrifice of two 
American patriots who will be interred 
tomorrow at Arlington National Ceme-

tery. Second Lieutenant Maurice W. 
Harper, United States Army Air Corps, 
a native of Birmingham in the great 
State of Alabama, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Earle Aber, United States 
Army Air Corps, of Wisconsin, gave 
their lives in defense of this Nation and 
freedom on March 4, 1945 when the B– 
17G bomber they were flying was shot 
down while returning from a mission 
over Holland. 

Over half a century later, the crash 
site was located and 2nd Lt. Harper’s 
remains, along with the remains of his 
pilot, Lieutenant Colonel Earle Aber, 
were recovered in September, 1999 and 
identified by the Army Central Identi-
fication Laboratory in Hawaii. Their 
aircraft was severely damaged after it 
was mistakenly hit by British anti-air-
craft guns which were firing at retreat-
ing German bombers over the English 
coastline. Lt. Col. Aber ordered the 
crew to bail-out while he and 2nd Lt. 
Harper struggled at the controls of 
their damaged aircraft. Their selfless 
actions allowed the other nine mem-
bers of their crew to bail-out from the 
aircraft and survive the mission. There 
was not enough time, however, for 
these two brave airmen to escape and 
they perished when the aircraft 
crashed into the River Stour near 
Ramsey, England. The remains of both 
of these fine young men, that could be 
identified, were returned to their fami-
lies. Unfortunately, not all of the re-
mains could be positively identified. 
The co-mingled remains of these two 
fine Americans, still together after 57 
years, will be laid to rest together at 
Arlington National Cemetery on March 
22, 2002. 

I would also like to take this time to 
thank the professionals at the Army’s 
Central Identification Laboratory in 
Hawaii who continue their labors to 
identify the remains of our fallen sons 
and daughters and return them to their 
loved ones. 

These two fine gentlemen, members 
of the ‘‘greatest generation,’’ deserve 
the gratitude of this great Nation. I 
know the Members of the Senate will 
join me in honoring the sacrifices of 
these two brave men and expressing 
our deepest condolences and heartfelt 
thanks to their families as they lay 
their loved ones to rest tomorrow in 
the hallowed ground at Arlington. 
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STAYING THE COURSE IN AFGHAN-
ISTAN: THE NEED FOR SECURITY 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, about 2 
months ago I spent half a week in the 
Afghan capital city of Kabul, and vir-
tually every conversation I had during 
my time there revolved around a single 
question: Would America stay the 
course? 

After all our successful military ac-
tions, after all our promises on recon-
struction, after all our commitments 
to prevent Afghanistan from relapsing 
into chaos and warlordism, would we 
really have the stomach to get the job 
done? 
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